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Simon and Maritain on the

Vocation of Species in Medio

Jacques Maritain and Yves Simon contributed a wealth of philosophi-
cal insights to the problems of cognition, noetics, and epistemology. Their
developments of Thomism and the philosophia perennis were achieved
through their erudite dialogue with ancient, medieval, and contemporary
approaches to the nature of being. Maritain and Simon both defended so-
phisticated Thomist accounts of critical realism. Simon, in particular, ded-
icated a number of studies to the Thomist doctrine of sensation, and it is
within these detailed studies that he took up the problem of intentions in
the medium.! This paper aims to develop further Maritain's and Simon’s
accounts of Thomist realism by placing their treatments of sensation and
intentional beings in the medium, i.e., species in medio, within Aquinas’s ro-
bust metaphysical account of the transcendentals thing and truth.

I shall begin with a brief introduction to the problem of sensation and
the medium.? Next, I turn to Thomas Aquinas’s approach to the nature of

1. See Yves Simon, Introduction to Metaphysics of Knowledge, translated by Vukan Kuic and
Richard J. Thompson (New York: Fordham University Press, 1934 ), chap. 3; Yves Simon and Ju-
lien Peghaire, “The Philosophical Study of Sensation,” The Modern Schoolman 23, no. 3 (1946):
111~19; Yves Simon, “An Essay on Sensation,” in The Philosophy of Knowledge, edited by Roland
Hude and Joseph P. Mullally (Chicago: Lippincott, 1960), 55~9s; reprinted in Philosopher at
Work: Essays by Yves Simon, edited by Anthony O. Simon (Lanhama, Maryland: Rowman and
Littlefield, 1999), s7-111. All citations are from the original. Jacques Maritain, Distinguish to Unite
or The Degrees of Knowledge, translated by Gerald Phelan and Ralph McInerny, Collected Works
of Jacques Maritain, vol. 7 (Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 1995).

2. Sensation and the problem of intentions in the medium in Thomas Aquinas and other
related issues are treated in the following recent studies. George Klubertanz, “De Potentia 5.8:
A Note on the Thomist Theory of Sensation,” The Modern Schoolman 26, no. 4 (1948): 323~33;
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