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I. False Hope and Man’s Search for Meaning:
On Faith as the Basis for Hope

1. The Problem of False Hope

Hope is a funny thing. And it is odd the different things people use to
give themselves hope. So, for example, not everything that we think will
give us hope actually does. There is such a thing as false hope. That is be-
cause hope, as I will argue in what follows, needs to be tied to truth—the
truth about the world and the truth about the human person.

When it comes to hope, there are, of course, the simple, everyday hu-
man hopes, such as: “I hope I get a raise at my job,” or “I hope I won’t have
any unexpected medical expenses this year” These often enough turn out
- to be “false hopes.” And then there is what is sometimes called the “theo-
logical virtue” of hope by which we are directed to union with God in heav-
en as our last end. One question we might ask is whether the hope which
directs us to this supernatural end provides any help in this life? Does our
hope for eternity help us when it comes to our hopes in time and in his-
tory? Or is our hope for eternity merely (as Feuerbach and Marx, among
others, have argued) merely a distraction from human history—an “opiate
of the masses.™

.. The famous phrase “opium of the masses” (das Opium des Volkes) is Marx’s and origi-
nates from the introduction of his proposed work, A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philos-
ophy of Right. Although this work was never completed, the introduction (written in 1843) was
published in 1844 in Deutsch-Franzdsische Jahrbiicher. C£. also Ludwig Feuerbach, Das Wesen des
Christentums (The Essence of Christianity), translated into English by the famous novelist Mari-
an Evans (who wrote under the more recognizable pen name “George Eliot”).
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