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THEOLOGICAL TURN



ROGER W. NUTT

Christ’s Esse and Filiation

Interpreting St. Thomas on the Metaphysical
Status of Christ's Human Nature

I. The Filiation of Christ:
An Introductory Test Case

As a preface to the body of this essay, which focuses on the debate
among Thomists over Christ’s esse, brief consideration will be given to
Aquinas’s treatment of Christ’s adoption.

- In the narrative of the fertia pars of the Summa theologiae, St. Thomas
situates the questions treating Christ’s esse (17) and adoption (23) within
the larger section (questions 16-26) devoted to “those things which follow
upon the union.” As effects or consequences of the hypostatic union, the
topics of Christ’s esse and adoption shed reciprocal light on each other;
indeed, it is difhcult to imagine maintaining consistency in Christological
doctrine without taking a similar position on both issues. In the four ar-
ticles of Question 23 on Christ’s adoption, Aquinas proceeds in a fashion
that is unique in this section of the Summa. The first three articles do not,
in fact, pertain to Christ directly, but ask whether or not it is fitting for God
to adopt sons, whether this adoption is done by the whole Trinity, and
whether adoption of the rational creature is especially appropriate.

1. Summa theologiae (ST 111, q. 16, praefacio: “de his quae consequuntur unionem.” All En-
glish citations from the Summa theologiae, unless otherwise noted, are taken from the translation
of the Fathers of the English Dominican Province originally published in 101 and reprinted in
five volumes as The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas (Allen, Texas: Christian Classics,
1981). All Latin texts, unless otherwise noted, are taken from E. Alarcén’s posting of the corpus
thomisticum at www.corpusthomisticum.org.
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