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Two False Theories of Human qulality
Identified by Jacques Maritain

Applied to Feminist Issues

In the essay “Human Equality,” which first appeared in French in 1939!
and is the first chapter of Ransoming the Time, Maritain considers two false
theories of human equality and opposes to them what he calls the “realist™
and “Christian™ view of human equality. Maritain treats both false theories
as “practical attitudes rather than philosophic schools,” attitudes deriving
“from concrete attitudes of the intelligence that are of basic practical impor-
tance.”* At the roots of the false theories are sometimes unconscious or only
obscurely conscious “instinct and passion™ and “restless emotionalism.”®

I will describe the two false theories of equality and then show where
something like the errors of the two false theories enter into feminist con-
cerns. As I address the second set of feminist concerns, I will touch on
what Maritain says concerning the relationship between the sexes in “Let
Us Make for Him a Helpmate Like to Himself,” published in English in
Untrammeled Approaches.” And I will raise some possible difficulties, both
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