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Hotre Dame, Inde, Septe 2l == 4 center for philosophicsl research honoring
Jacques Maritein will be estsblished at the Universily of Notre Dame, the office of
Reve Theodore M, Hesburgh, CeS.Ce, University president, announced today (“ednesday).

The writings of the celebrated Thomist philosepher will be systematically
indexed and catalogued at the Maritain Center. In a statement Father Hesburgh
predicted that the new University unit, to be housed in the campus library, will
become a place of Msignificant philosophical activity end publication." It will &lso
serve, he said, as a kind of international clearing house for the amclézz'bs md
friends of Maritain and his work,

Father Hesburgh's office also amnounced the srpointment of Dr. Joseph We
Evans, essociate professor of philosophy, as director of the new laritain Center,
Associgted with him will be Rev. Leo R, Ward, C.S.Ce, professor cf philosophy, and
Frank L. feegan, assistant professor in the University's General Program of Liberal
Tducations A board of consultants, cormposed of toth American and Zuropean scholars,
will be n=ed later in the year

Maritain, now professor emeritus of philosophy at Princeten Univercity,
has lectured rogmularly ot Notre Dame since 1048, Regarded as one of the great minds
of our dgy, he is a pre-cminent interrreter of the philosophy of St. Thomas Acuinas.
Ho is tle asuthor of rore than fifty philoscphicsl worie, and he has contributed
countless articles to the leading philosophicel journzis of the worlde His latest

book, Acflections on America, i3 a non-tecknical work vhieh has recelved high praise

from Americaon critics for its remarkably acute and synpathetic insighis into American

lifes He is currently working on a two volume study in noral philosophy.
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In addition to his long associations with Notre Dame and Princeton, laritain
has also taught at the Catholic Institute of Paris, the Pontifical Insti{ut@ of
Mediaevel Studies in Toronto, Columbia University, and the Comrzittee on Social Thought
in the University of Chicago, From 195 to 1948 he was French ambassador to the
Vatican. He also served as president of the French delegation to the second inter=-
nztional conference of UNESCO at Mexico City in November, 1947. His inauvgural address
on that occasion on "The Possibilities for Cooperation in a Divided World" is one of
his most influential contributions to social and pclitical philosophye

Maritain's first book, La Philosophie Bergsonienne, was publisihed in Paris

in 161k, Among his major works are Thae Degrees of Xnowledge, A Preface to letaphysics

Bxistence and the Existent, Science and Wisdom, Art and Scholasticism, Cregtive Intuie

The Person mrs:l t,ae ucm 101 ..zocad mgz snd the S“s:ate

tmn in Art and Poe‘brv, T'r*ue Hunani

RGN SR

and On the Philosophy of History.
Professor Evans and his associates at Notre Dame believe that Maritain has

much to give to the modern world. They see him as having to a pre-eminent degree

what contemporary man, for all his grandeur, seems 1o be sadly lacking -~ the sense

of being and the sense of love. DMNaritain, they feel, is a man "so admirably attentive

to the real, a man who goes beyond phenomena and signs, a mon who really comes to grips

with the deepest dimensions of things, a man who distinguishes in order to wnite,

short, a man who reslly sees," There is in Meritain, Professor Ivans says, "a rich

and far-flung mine of challenging insights, illumingting dictinctions, and strikingly

new avenugs of thought. The Maritain Oenter," he explains, "sill strive to put special

ermphasis on the study of these new philosophical ideas. Any iiving and creative thought,

ne matter howr well formed and articulated its expreczion may be, has nced ceaselessly

to grow. UWe would like to think that owr hmble efforts will sssist Jaccues daritain's

thougtt to take root and grow in rmany mindc of this and future generationse”
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Bub the men associated with the new Maritain Center would also endeavor to
learn, and to have others learn, from Maritain's "profound sense of love," Thlis seise
of love, they say, has touched and stirred people in every walk of life. What, they
ask, are the sources of such a love? Whalt are its implications for intellectual life
itself, for socizl and political life? What can we learn from such an "apostle of love?®
What can we learn from a man who wrote, in his well known Lebter to Jean Cocteaus

"Our business is to find the positive in g1l things; to use what
is true less to strike than to cure. There is so little love
in the world; men's hearts are so cold, so frozen, even in
people who are right = the only ones who could help the others,
One must have a hard mind and a rmeek heart. Not counting soft
minds with dry hearts, the world is alrost entirely made up of
hard minds with dry hearts and meek hearts with soft minds,"

that have we in a pluralist America to learn, what have the different peoples
of an incorparably more pluralist world to learn from a nan who wrote in his recent
Iruth _-a_zggi_ Humen Fellowship:

Neee it happens that we are men, each containing within himself
the ontological nystery of personality and freedom: and it is in
this very nystery of freedom and personality that genuine tolerance
or fellowship takes root, For the basis of good fellowsidp among
nen of different creeds is not of the order of the intellect and
of ideas, but of the heart and of love. It is friendship, natural
friendship, but first and foremost mutual love in God and for Zod,
Love does not go out to essences nor to gualities nor to ideas, but
to persons; and it is the mystery of persons and of the divine
presence within them which is here in play. This Jellowslhidy:, then,

is not a fellowship of beliefs but the fellowship of men who believe "
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