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Jacques Maritain, Charles Journet,
and Humanae Vitae '

When the encyclical Humanae Vitae was finally promulgated in 1968,
its teachings were widely contested. In preparing for the Second Vatican
Council, John XXIII had already appointed the first version of the Birth
Control Commission. His successor Paul VI renewed this commission, ex-
panding its mandate and membership, but from the very beginning of his
reign, he made it clear that birth control was off the agenda. During the
Council under Paul VI, there were some speeches on the floor alluding to
birth control, but no substantial discussion of the subject. The differenc-
es among the Council Fathers concerning the licitness of certain forms of
birth control were so profound and so set that finding an agreement proved
impossible, so a commission of lay as well a clerical experts was formed to
study the question and help the Holy Father prepare an encyclical after the
close of the Council.

In the meantime, by Vatican intervention, the position of Casti Connubii
was maintained in force. Once this commission was formed, the procedures
and discussions were kept under the strictest secrecy. Many prominent
Catholic intellectuals, both clerics and laymen, were intensely interested in
the workings of the commission. One such layman was Jacques Maritain,
who, at the close of Vatican II, had received from the hands of his friend
Pope Paul VI the Council's message to the intellectuals of the world; one
such cleric was Cardinal Charles Journet, theologian of the papal household
and advisor to Paul VI during the Council. These two were intimate friends
and from their first meeting in 1920 until Maritain’s death in 1973 they ex-
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